
    REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

JULY 16, 2012 
6:30 P.M. 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN 
THE DUMAS COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 
7TH STREET OF SAID CITY: 
 
 Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 
       Commissioner Michael L. Funk 
       Commissioner Vernon McDowell 
       Commissioner Steve Bodnar  
       City Attorney Tom Moore   
       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

  
 Others Present: Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Bill Powell, Isidro Renteria, Jack 
Braswell, Harold Hamby, Jose Escamilla, Kym McDade Campbell, Alice McDade, Jayne 
Giffin, Ronnie Deshazo, James Blankenburg, Jim Capps, Paul J. Jenkins, George 
Clements, Bobby Doak, Sam Cartwright, Emmitt Rice, Tom Ferguson, Jack Bailey, 
Reece Spencer, Larry Neugebauer, Karla Smith, Dale Alwan, Karen Price-Perry, Tim 
Holland, Richard R. Roberts, Scott Buchanan, and Jackie Wiswell.  

   
 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   
   
 During attending citizens and their business, Richard R. Roberts told the 
Commission the debris around the landfill site located at 19th Street and S. Maddox 
Avenue should be cleaned up. Commissioner Funk said a citizen was concerned about the 
speeding traffic on E. 5th Street and suggested installing stop signs.   
  

Commissioner Bodnar asked about a bill from Teeter Veterinary, $126.  Police 
Chief Dale Alwan said this cost was a criminal case, and the only way to prosecute, is to 
have autopsy evidence to present to the court to show the cause of death. Commissioner 
Bodnar asked if the city would be reimbursed $126, and Chief Alwan said only if there is 
a conviction. Mayor Sims asked about a bill from Moore Auto Parts for $1,022.55.  
Landfill Supervisor Isidro Renteria said this cost is for an air grease pump that is used to 
grease all landfill equipment quickly. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, 
seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and passed unanimously to approve the July 2, 
2012 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills. 

 
 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 
  
 Fire Chief Paul J. Jenkins said this is the second year the fire department has 
received a grant from Monsanto. Chief Jenkins said the grant money would be used to 



purchase GPS units, radios, and laptops. Scott Buchanan, representing Monsanto, 
presented a $20,000 check to the Dumas Fire Department. Mr. Buchanan said the fire 
department does a great job for the community and Monsanto appreciates their services. 
Mayor Sims told Mr. Buchanan that on behalf of the citizens, because this benefits them, 
that the city is very thankful for Monsanto’s support and generosity.     
  
 The Commission discussed changing the name of McDade Park to Salim-McDade 
Park.  Citizens present stated the name of the park should stay the same, McDade Park.  
Kym McDade Campbell said that Noel McDade was her grandfather and that he 
contributed seventy-five years of service including incorporating the city and forming its 
government. Emmitt Rice said he is against the name change and that McDade Park has 
three signs, which the taxpayer’s would pay the cost to change the name on the signs.  
Commissioner Bodnar said he prefers to keep the name the same and stated that another 
park could be named after Mike Salim. There was no action taken.   
 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented Ordinance No. 1093 concerning the 
water rate tariff.  Finance Director Dottie Crockett presented different scenarios for flat 
rate, conservation rate, and progressive step rate. The first proposed ordinance presented 
was:  Volume charge for commercial and residential  

3,100 to 12,000 gallons -  $1.72 for all usage over 3,000 gallons 
12,100 to 50,000 gallons -    2.02 for all usage over 3,000 gallons 
50,100 to 85,000 gallons -    2.32 for all usage over 3,000 gallons 
85,100 to 100,000 gallons -    2.62 for all usage over 3,000 gallons 
Over 100,000 gallons -         3.00 for all usage over 3,000 gallons 

 Jack Bailey, owner of Jack’s Car Wash and Jack’s Laundry, and Tom Ferguson, 
Moortex Water Supply Corporation, both said they prefer a flat rate in lieu of a tiered 
rate. Commissioner Funk said there would be a rate increase whether it is a tiered rate or 
flat rate. Ms. Crockett presented the bulk water rate schedule, recommending a $25 
deposit for new accounts with a $5 minimum for every transaction, up to 3,000 gallons of 
water, then $5 per thousand gallons of water thereafter. Commissioner Bodnar suggested 
changing 3,000 gallons to 1,000 gallons of water.  Mayor Sims recommends changing the 
bulk water rate deposit to $50 in lieu of $25 on new accounts and recommends the water 
rate tariff be a flat rate. A motion was made by Mayor Sims, seconded by Commissioner 
Funk, and passed unanimously to approve the Second & Final Reading of Ordinance 
1093, adopting the water rate tariff, a flat rate with the residential rate at $9 and the 
commercial rate at $14.31 for the first 3,000 gallons of water and $2.65 for each 
additional 1,000 gallons of water; bulk water rate schedule is $5 minimum for every 
transaction, up to 1,000 gallons, then $5 per thousand gallons of water thereafter with a 
$50 deposit on all new accounts.          

  
 City Attorney Tom Moore presented an addendum concerning the water rights 
agreement with Patti Phillips. Mr. Moore said the addendum reduces the easement from 
forty feet to thirty feet, city shall construct a steel panel fencing around all tanks and well 
sites, and construct a steel gate and cattle guard. Mr. Moore recommends the Commission 
approve the addendum. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and passed unanimously to approve an addendum to the water 



rights agreement with Patti Phillips for $52,500 for surface damages, including 
construction projects  
 
 Finance Director Dottie Crockett presented the 2010-2011 audit figures. Ms. 
Crockett said auditor Larry Anderson could possibly attend a future meeting to present 
the management letter and answer any questions the Commission may have. City 
Manager Vince DiPiazza said that Mr. Anderson could also be contacted by telephone. A 
motion was made by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and 
passed unanimously to accept the 2010-2011 city audit.  
 
 Commissioner Bodnar suggested the city consider allowing the bonds to be sold 
locally. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Funk, 
and passed unanimously to approve Resolution 12-15, Tax and Waterworks and Sewer 
System Surplus Revenue Certificates of Obligation, Series 2012, for all matters incident 
and related to the rescheduling the sale from July 16, 2012 to August 6, 2012.  

 
Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.  
 
Mayor Sims said the Commission has discussed the possibility of irrigation wells 

to water the golf course, including drilling test holes and looking at abandon wells. 
Commissioner Bodnar asked City Manager Vince DiPiazza to check how many gallons 
of water per minute could be pumped according to the water district. Mayor Pro Tem 
Bonner said the city should consider allowing wells to be drilled within the city limits. 
Commissioner Bodnar asked City Attorney Tom Moore to review the contract with the 
land owners where the effluent water runs. 

 
City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented the following project updates:   

Water wells-30 inch valve should be completed in the next couple of weeks; water 
storage tank should take four to six weeks to complete; wastewater treatment plant is 
progressing; South Loop preconstruction meeting will be held July 17, 2012; and the new 
landfill road has had the first layer of chip seal put down. 

 
 Meeting adjourned.       

       ________________________                                                
Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 


